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PITCH

Right In the heart of the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa is a small orphanage called ‘Little Heaven'.

One of the orphans, Lydia, is 13 today. A truly joyful event, because she can now move to the ‘other
house’ where all of the ‘big kids’ live. Unfortunately this special day is overshadowed by the shocking
news delivered to her by the head nurse: Lydia is HIV positive.

SYNOPSIS

The children living in the Ethiopian orphanage ’Little Heaven’ are told that they have HIV on the day of their
13th birthday.

For the main character Lydia, this is without a doubt one of the most emotional events in her life, and with
difficulty she can now understand why she is an orphan, and why she is so often ill and in hospital. More
significantly she can now understand why the husband of her sister Betty didn't want to have Lydia in their
home any longer.

In spite of this sad news, Lydia has no intention of sitting at home being depressed. She wants to live, and to
dream. This is why as soon as she arrives into the room of the new orphanage, she hangs her motto above her
bed: ‘'l want to be happy every day’.

The other children in the new orphanage do all they can to support Lydia. At first glance, they look like any
normal group of young children: they go to school, they play together in the courtyard of the orphanage, and
they have fun laughing on their bunk beds.

The children in the orphanage live as independently as they can. Apart from taking their daily dose of
medication they try as much as possible to exclude the burden of illness from their daily lives. However, Lydia
suffers quite a lot with her own health and is continually confronted with her illness during frequent hospital
visits. ‘| sometimes feel like a chemist shop with all the medication | have to take,’ she sighs. Lydia’s illness also
prevents her from doing what she absolutely adores the most but no longer has the strength for, which is
dancing.

The children in the orphanage receive news that the students with the best results can go to a better school in
the coming year. This news encourages Lydia to persevere with her illness, and towards her dream to become
a teacher later on in life, and she is now more determined than ever before to make this dream come true.

The director, Lieven Corthouts, lived in the “Little Heaven” orphanage for two years and placed Lydia’s story
at the heart of this documentary. The director follows Lydia, the main character with HIV in the lead-up to an
important school exam. Will Lydia’s marks be high enough for her to get into a better school and create a light
at the end of this tunnel of struggle and set-backs?

Lydia reveals to viewers how her life vacillates between hope and despair through fragments from her diary.
Little Heaven is a hard and confrontational story that never gives in to a sense of desperation thanks to the
energy and vitality of the children and their caretakers in the orphanage.




eaven INFO SHEET

a film by Lieven Corthouts

Technical details

Original language ~ Ambharic

Running Time '70 & '52

format HDCam & Digibeta, stereo, Color
Filming location Addis Ababa, Etiopia

Subtitles English, Dutch, French

Format Digibeta &HDCam - stereo — colour
Genre creative documentary

Production

Off World BVBA

Rue Deschampheleerstraat 24-26
1080 Brussels, Belgium
T+3224124040
F+3224124049

Eric Goossens eric.goossens@offworld.be +32 475 705 208
Frederik Nicolai Frederik@offworld.be +32 485 404 207

www.offworld.be

in coproduction with Lichtpunt

with the support from the Flanders Audiovisual Fund
the Belgian Development Cooperation

the Belgian Federal Government Tax Shelter

International sales

Taskovski Films LTD
Manuela Buono

7 Granard Business Centre
Bunns Lane

London NW7 2DQ

United Kingdom

+39 347 62 73 390

Skype: Manuela.Buono
sales@taskovskifilms.com

www.taskovskifilms.com




Lydia Melaku en Yirnekachew

Messeker Birkty




MOTIVATION

In 2001, | travelled to Ethiopia for the first time. The country fascinated me to such an extent that | have now lived there, with some
breaks in Belgium, for 8 years. During these 8 years, | have moved several times and the capital, Addis Ababa, has been my second home
for the past 3 years. Meanwhile, | have learned their language, Amharic. My first visit to the Little Heaven orphanage in Addis Ababa
was 5 years ago. The circumstances and personal stories of its inhabitants have never left me and | had regularly visited the orphanage
until a few months ago, when | moved in. | wanted to make my next film here.

Addis Ababa is a bustling, vibrant city set against the backdrop of a land with a fascinating history and its own rich culture. It's a culture
that is very different to that of other African countries, a culture that in its heyday was often closely associated with the West. At the
other hand, Ethiopia has become one of the poorest countries in the world, while the population continues to soar. Despite low life
expectancy and high infant mortality, the population grows by no less than 2 million every year.

Everywhere you go you are confronted with street children. According to UNICEF, 30 % of children in Addis Ababa between the ages of
10 and 14 no longer live with their parents and Ethiopia has one of the largest populations of orphans in the world, with 13 % of all
children having lost one or both parents. That makes 4.6 million orphans, a massive figure.

HIV/AIDS is one of the major culprits, with as many as 800,000 Ethiopian children having lost their parents to this illness. Nowhere else
in the world are so many people infected with HIV as on the African continent, primarily in the sub-Saharan region. Today 1 in 10 people
in Addis Ababa are infected with HIV, and it continues to advance. Every year, thousands of children are born with the disease that is
passed on by their parents. They are known as ‘kids with the disease’.

It goes without saying that the life expectancy for children born with HIV is particularly low. Several factors keep these figures so high,
but 'ignorance’ is probably the main cause.

Due to financial constraints, AIDS inhibitors, drugs that significantly increase quality of life and life expectancy, are unattainable for most
Africans and that applies to Ethiopians too. Only 37 % of infected Ethiopians have access to these vital drugs.

If we want to reverse this trend, there needs to be more support and structure to help the African people and to protect them by means
of large scale prevention campaigns. HIV infected people need to be better informed and to receive more material assistance, with daily
access to medications. There also has to be sufficient food every single day, more attention to personal hygiene and so forth.

By using an original and very personal treatment of this material, | hope to give this issue the attention it so urgently needs. This is the
intimate story of a group of young children who live in a special orphanage in the turbulent city of Addis Ababa. These orphans have not
only lost their parents to AIDS but have to live with the disease themselves.

At first, this may seem like an almost unbearable confrontation with iliness and death, seen through the eyes of a child, but with this film
| plan an approach that will draw the viewer into a fascinating tale that avoids sensationalism and shock tactics. Clearly, it's a tough
subject, but the personal approach means that | focus closely on the positive force that emanates from the individual children, their
carers and the amazing care scheme itself.

So | don't wish to make a film that shocks but rather a serene, intimate portrait of a group of children who despite the grim reality of
their situation are trying to make the most of their lives and receive the support they deserve.

Little Heaven is the arena of my film, the name of the orphanage right in the centre of Addis Ababa. It is the first orphanage to be
founded - some ten years ago - especially for children with HIV. It is situated on a busy dirt road that turns into a mud bath during the
rainy season and is constantly subjected to the sounds of the city. The Ethiopian urban noise, that is, consisting of sheep and goats
amidst cars, mopeds, pedestrians and the loudspeakers of music shops that play audio cassettes right on to the street.

| intend to tell this story of a special orphanage from the perspective of the group of children (between the ages of 12 and 18) but
particularly of one girl in the group: Lydia Berhanu.

Lydia is a highly intelligent and empathetic girl of 13 whom | see as a symbol of the perseverance and life force that the group radiates
despite its plight.

For me, Lydia is the personification of countless other children who share her lot in life, and she has the ability to present their story.
She very much wants the chance to tell her story, as she is aware that she has had the good fortune to live in this orphanage. She often
describes where she lives as a kind of heaven since children with HIV in Africa rarely get this type of care but have to survive on the
streets.

For this reason, | don’t wish to focus on Lydia as a 13 year old girl infected with HIV but rather allow this film to tell a more universal story
of orphans around the world, whether or not infected with HIV. And by extension, all children who have to grow up and become adults
in difficult circumstances.

For me, Lydia has the perfect personality to draw the viewer into my personal vision.
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CV LIEVEN CORTHOUTS

Lieven Corthouts is a Belgian documentary maker who divides his time between Ethiopia and
Belgium. Lieven has lost his heart to the Ethiopian people, culture and nature.

He has made several documentaries against the backdrop of this fascinating African country,
such as the multi-award winning film My Future (Broadcasted by ARTE, TV3 (Spain),
CIRTEF/TV5 MONDE (Conseil International des Radios-Télévisions d’Expression Francaise),
TVI24 (Portugal) Prize best debut at Miradasdoc, Official selection New York independent film
festival (screenings in New York and Los Angeles), Official selection Edic Doc, Official Selection
Docville, Official Selection International film festival of Huesca, Official Selection Two riverside
International film festival (first film), Official Selection Ethiopian film festival, Official Selection
Addis Ababa international film festival, Special screening Belgrade international short and
documentary film festival, Special screening Trois continentes Film festival. Further, he has
made several documentaries for NGOs and is a sought after consultant for filmmakers who
want to film in Ethiopia.

CV ERIC GOOSSENS

Eric Goossens // studied communication sciences at the Catholic University of Leuven.
Afterwards, he was an intern for a year at the Centre for Audiovisual Arts of CUL.

He organised several national and international workshops for the FEMI (Flemish Media
Institute), aunder the artistic supervision by Frank Daniel (American producer/screenwriter)
and Stephen Peet (BBC). In 1990, Eric Goossens joined Little Big One as a television producer
to work on various projects for the VRT, RTBF and Canal+. In 1995, Eric Goossens founded the
production company Off World. Together with Anton Roebben, an exceptional animation
expert, Eric founded the production company Walking The Dog, which produces creative
animation films and series.

Eric Goossens is also the vice chairman of anim.be, the association of Belgian animation
producers.

Frederik Nicolai // has been sharing his love for documentaries with Eric Goossens since 2002.
Frederik started his career by executive producing fiction series, feature and short films in
Belgium and the Netherlands. Then he completely dedicated himself to author documentaries
and collaborated with broadcasters like VRT, NPS, VPRO,... Some successful films from that
period were: 4 Elements (Jiska Rickels, opening film of the International Documentary Film
Festival of Amsterdam 2006), Filming without boundaries (about George Sluizer, by Hans
Heijen), Panna (Nordin lasfar),... After years of commuting between Bruxelles and Amsterdam,
Frederik chose Brussels as his home. Ever since, he has been working with Eric Goossens to
expand the record and international network of Off World. Besides producer Frederik is also a
direction coach for young filmmakers.
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Off World is an independent production company based in Brussels, capital of Flanders, Belgium and
Europe. Eric Goossens founded Off World in 1995, joined by Frederik Nicolai in 2002.

Off World's main goal is producing author documentaries for the national and international market.
Over the last few years, the company has built up a large portfolio and a solid reputation as delegate
producer and co-producer of many creative and original documentaries. Off World has a long-term
collaboration with their national broadcasting companies VRT-Canvas, Lichtpunt and RTBF and national
co-producers (Eklektik, Simple Production, Luna Blue Film...) Moreover, Off World co-produces
documentaries with foreign broadcasting companies on a regular basis such as ARTE, IKON, RAI, TV3
and with foreign producers such as Zeppers Film (NL), Moztu Filmak (ESP), Amo Film, Monkey Bay,
French Connection (FR). Together with our close partner Walking The Dog, a feature film animation
production company, Off World produced several animated documentaries.

Off World’s trademark is a contemporary and wayward look on the world, which springs from the
passion and talent of the documentary authors.

Off World has build up a long term collaboration with renowned and distinguished documentary
authors. However, Off World is also consistently investing in young filmmakers, as a creative investment
for the future.

Off World maintains an personal editorial line in order to construct a clear frame for all its productions.
In the centre of that frame we place the author’s personal and original approach and his/her critical
view on an historic or current society. We want to mesmerize the viewer, invite him to think and develop
new insights. After all, that is the basis for a broader and more sceptical view on the world. This is never
a luxury in our society that all too often evolves in just a single dimension.

Therefore, our documentaries must contain universal values and must be able to reach people across
all borders. Starting from its own clear and sometimes even local context, the documentary can clear
the path for a broader truth.

Besides being a key player in the industry, Off World also works to usher Flanders into the global
documentary industry. In 2009, the production company cofounded the professional organisation
Flanders Doc along with fellow Flemish documentary producers. Flanders Doc unites creative forces in
order to enhance the level of performance, professionalism and globalisation of the Flemish
documentary industry. Off World is also an active EDN member.
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4 ELEMENTS, a film by Jiska Rickels a Fu Works production in coproduction with NPS, Dutch Film
Fund, YLE and Canvas. ('90)

A poetic visual essay about man's uneasy relationship with fire, water, earth and air, as seen through the experiences of fire-
fighters in Siberia, king crab fisherman on the Bering Sea in Alaska, German mineworkers and Russian cosmonauts preparing a
launch to the international space station. Grand prix jury award Trento Film Festival, 2008 (Italy) official opening film IDFA,
Amsterdam, 2006 (The Netherlands), Best Photography award Chicago International Film Festival, 2007 (USA), DDG
Award Nederland (Dutch Directors Guild), Christal Film Holland Film Festival, 2007 (The Netherlands), Special Mention
International Environmental Film Festival Ecocinema, 2008 (Greece), official sélections: Femina Film Festival, Rio de
Janeiro, 2007, Brazil / Film Festival Athene, 2007, Greece / Mar Del Plata Film Fest, 2007, Brazil / Seattle International
Film Festival, 2007, Etats-Unies / Festival International de Ciné en Guadalajara, 2007, Mexico / International Festival of
New Film Split, 2007, Croatia / Architectuur Film Festival Rotterdam, 2007, The Netherlands / Karlovy Vary
International Film Festival, 2007, Czech Republic / B-side Festival Genius Hot Doc’s, 2007, Canada/ Open Doek
Festival Turnhout, 2007, Belgium / Madcat Women'’s International Film Festival, 2007, Californie, USA International
Environmental Film Festival Ecocinema, 2008 / Big Sky Documentary Festival, Missoula, 2008, Montana USA / Rhodos
International Films and Visual Arts Festival, Rhodos, 2007, Greece / Talinn Black Nights Film Festival, Talinn, 2007,
Estonie / Iran International Documentary Film Festival, Teheran, 2007, Iran / Film Festival of Bangkok, 2007, Thailand

RELEASED // 2005

STEVE STEVAERT — THE POLITICIAN, a film by Manu Riche in coproduction with Canvas, supported
by Flanders Audiovisual Fund.

The portrait of one of Belgium's current key politicians. Nowadays, politics have become a media reality, a story with good
and bad actors. Steve Stevaert is the most eloquent phenomenon amongst them.

THE HORSE RACE, a film by Mieke Struyve in coproduction with Canvas, supported by Flanders
Audiovisual Fund.

The Horse Race depicts a festival at the annual horse races in Western Flanders that exceeds folklore and, instead, becomes a
story of tradition, old-fashioned social classes, and friendship.



